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	Date: 10.11.2017
	Body: Wolf-PAC is a cross-partisan, non-profit political organization founded for a single purpose: to address the disproportionate influence of money in our political system with an Amendment to the U.S. Constitution using a proven, effective, necessary tool found in the Constitution itself.
 
Look no further than our last presidential election, where both sides ran their campaign platform on this issue, to see how cross-partisan it is. They used different catch-phrases, “getting big money out of politics” or “draining the swamp,” but they were both talking about the same thing – the corruption happening in D.C. where good people run for office and then get consumed by a system that has been largely left unchecked and unaccountable to we the people.
 
Research proves what we have all been sensing for a long time: the root cause of so many of the problems that exist in our country (economy, education, environment, freedom, health care, privacy) is the way in which money is able to buy access and, therefore, disproportionately influence policy makers in America. ​This was not the vision of our founding fathers and mothers.
 
Despite the writing on the wall, it is not too late, but we must do every single thing in our power, right now, to correct this trajectory while we still can, or else the centuries-old experiment of democracy in America could fail. It is that serious, which is precisely why we have been able to build an organization with over 400,000 volunteers and supporters, pass our resolutions in five states, and gain the support of hundreds of legislators from both sides of the political aisle in less than five years.
 
The solution to reverse the damage that has been done by the U.S. Supreme Court around campaign finance reform is an Amendment because the U.S. Constitution is the only authority above the High Court. Anything less is a bandaid, and we refuse to leave this growing problem to future generations.
 
An Amendment that addresses campaign finance reform is not a silver bullet–few things in life are. It is, however, an extremely important step to moving our country in the direction it needs to go–towards elections that are free of the corrupting influence of money in our political system and fair enough that any citizen can run for public office. We want to live in a country where elected officials work to please their voters, not their donors; where candidates are encouraged to discuss the merits of their ideas, not the talking points given to them by special interests.
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There are only two ways to propose an Amendment, as stated in Article V of the U.S. Constitution:
 
     1. 2/3 of each house of Congress can vote to propose an amendment, or
     2. 2/3 of the states (34 states) can pass a resolution that calls for a national 
         convention to propose an amendment.
 
Article V also states that either way the amendment is proposed, whether by Congress or a convention, it then goes back to the states for ratification. The ratification stage requires 3/4 of the states, 38 states, to vote in support of an amendment before it becomes part of the Constitution, ensuring that it must have broad public support from the American people.
 
It is well known that all 27 of our U.S. Constitutional Amendments were proposed by Congress. What is not as well-known is that more than half of those Amendments were preceded by calls for an Article V Convention, including the Bill of Rights. History shows us that pressure from the states is an important check against the federal government and an effective way to get Congress to act. The best example of this strategy working effectively is the 17th amendment. When Congress refused to change the way they were elected, the states began applying for an Article V Convention for the specific purpose of the direct election of senators. When they got within a couple of states of the 2/3 needed to force a convention on the subject, Congress decided to act and proposed the amendment out to the states for ratification.
 
With history as its guide, Wolf-PAC was formed to achieve its goal of getting a Free and Fair Elections Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. We are made up of people from all walks of life: engineers, military veterans, doctors, accountants, business owners, farmers, students, lawyers, scientists, mechanics, office managers, teachers–everyday people working together to do everything in our power to save democracy by wrestling the Republic back from the stranglehold of big money interests on both sides of the political spectrum. We have all chosen to embark on this necessary journey towards a government where our elected officials represent our values so that we can then begin to fix all of the other pressing issues we hold dearest to our hearts. Let’s work together and use the tools of democracy we have at our fingertips to get us there.


